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in society. By the time he is nine or ten the gang influence
is in full power over the child. Time, responsibilities, and
personal preferences are dominated by the gang's decisions.
Dress and manners tend to be unimportant. In general,
home standards are less respected than those of the age group
of the boy or girl.12
Intellectual and emotional acceptance of regular responsi-
bilities is more likely to come in the years from nine to thir-
teen if the child is growing up among responsible persons able
to guide him through experiences which present to him a
challenge to assume responsibility.13 Opportunities to use his
newly gained skills and developing capacities for self-manage-
ment, and to have adventurous experiences are his right. A
child often has difficulty, especially in a city environment, in
finding suitable playmates, so that parents and other child-
leaders should feel the responsibility for fostering the best
type of "gangs." Church and school clubs, Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts, 4H Clubs, and many other organizations are
based on sound guidance principles. If the child is led by
adults whom he knows are reasonable and understanding, he
may be led by means of the gang experiences to become self-
directive, adaptable, and social in his points of view.
The eleven- to thirteen-year-olds need more understanding,
or a different kind of understanding, and greater personal in-
dependence than the younger ones do, because they are strug-
gling in these years to establish their own concepts of human
relationships. Teachers and parents should respect this need
for freedom from domination by adults within the limits of
safety for the child. If the boy or girl is drawn more actively
than before into the family circle and into the school-com-
munity activities which have worth in adult life, he may gain
an appreciation of the effort which adults expend in providing
for the essential human needs, and may have increased feel-
12 Ellen Miller, "Persistent Problems in Family Life at the Elementary
Level/' p. 16.
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